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A VinDICATION of the SYNOD of Lo 
ian and Tweddalc. Ina LETTER 
from a Gentleman at Edinourgh to his 
Friend in the Country. 


| Received yours, in which you ex- 
preſs your Surpriſe at the Deci- 
ſion of the Synod of Lothian and 
Tweddale in the Affair of Dr. Wi- 
ſhart, and are pleaſed to paſs a ve- 
ry harſh Judgment upon that Re- 


verend Judicatory, as having renounced the known 


ad avowed Principles of this Church in ſome ve- 


ty important Points of Doctrine contained in our 


Crnfefſion of Faith and Catechiſms, which, as 


[you very juſtly obſerve, all the Miniſters in this 


Church are in the moſt ſolemn Manner engaged 
to maintain and defend; and at the ſame Time 
you defire of me a full and particular Account of 
that Affair, and of what Part ſome particular 
Members you are pleaſed to mention acted in it, 


and how the Presbytery of E i received 


de Sentence when intimated to them 

our being at fo great a a Diſtance, TIT am per- 

WT faded, is the Reaſon of ſeveral Miſtakes I find 
you labour under; and therefore I ſhall give you 
25 al an Account of that Matter as the W 
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7 if a Miſſive will admit of: Tod you may depen th 


upon the Truth of what I write; for I fhall ad. n 
vance nothing but what I was Eye and Ear Wi. Wit 
neſs to, having attended the ſeveral Meetings o i 
the Synod before which this Affair came. 
And ſeeing you left this Town in October uf, ii 
I. hall begin my Account with the Proceeding of 
of the Synod in November. At that Meeting then 
the Doctor firſt appeared, and, after the Synod Ml H 
had cauſed read the ſeveral Articles of Error con- 
tained in the Presbytery of Edinburgh's Minutes, n 
which they inſiſted upon as Grounds of not con- b 
curring with his Call, it was refolved to hear the Ml 1 
Doctor upon theſe, - ſetting aſide the Labours dt 
their own Committee, tho! it was urged the &. n 
nod ſhould firſt conſider what they had prepared; / 
and the Doctor, being called upon, made a very 

long and elaborate Specch, in which he endif 
voured to vindicate himſelf from every Thing that . 
had been alledged againſt him: This Speech 5e Fi 

read moſtly from his Papers, juſt as you told me 
he uſed to read his Sermons at London, but with 
more Lite and Warmth. After this the Presby- 
tery of Edinburgh were called upon, and they 
compearing, repreſented to the Synod, That, u-! 
leſs the Doctor would pleaſe to low them a Cn 
py of this Speech he had now made, they. could WM 
not pretend to anſwer it off-hand, it was ſo long 
and contained ſo many different Particulars ; ; fot 
vou muſt know, that he ſpoke to all the Articles I 
without Interruption before ever they were allow d 
to anſwer him upon any one of them: And there- I !! 
fore they deſired that the Matter might be de-: b 
layed, and that they might have an Opportunit] 8 
to ſee and anſwer, and a competent Time 2 * 
| then 


— TR -— On of 


e 


chem for that Purpoſe. The Synod, having reaſos 


ged for ſome little Time upon this Demand, put 


it to the Vote, Proceed immediately, or delay? 
And it carried by a very ſmall Majority to pro- 


ceed. And here you muſt know, that this Mee- 


ting of the Synod was not very frequent ; many 


of the graveſt and oldeſt Miniſters had not come 


up at all, and many had by this Time left the 


| Houſe, it being between Nine and Ten of the 
Clock at Night: The Majority to my beſt Re- 
membrance was Three or Four, and was made 
by the Correſpondents, Two of which were very 
roung Miniſters, ordained within theſe two or 
| three Years at moſt; and another of them was a 
| ruling Elder from the Synod of Merſe and Teviot- 
dale. | 


The Parties being called in, the Reſolution of 


| the Synod was intimated to them; upon which 
| the Presbytery of Edinburgh offered to make 
their Anſwers to the Doctor's Speech, by reading 
a pretty long Reply they had made to the Magi- 
ſtrates Caſe (both which Papers I know you have 


{en in Print) inſiſting upon it, That this was the 


| beſt Anſwer they could make at this Time. This 
| put the Synod to a Stand; for having agreed for- 
merly that they were to hear the Presbytery be- 
| fore they proceeded to give Sentence, and per- 


D 


ceiring that the reading of this Paper might be 
| tedious, ſome propoſed. they ſhould adjourn till 
| lo-morrow Forenoon : And others, particularly 
| Mr. Ja. G---2 at DI urged, That they 
| ſhould keep together till they had heard the Pres- 
| dytery, and then they would be ready to paſs 
dentence this Night. But the Houſe by this Time 
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being thin, it was reſolved to adjourn till Ty 
morrow, and then to hear the Presbytery. 
To-morrow the Synod met, and indeed mo 
of the Members by this Time were gone out ( 
Town ; and therefore it was propoſed, that, not. 
withſtanding of the Vote Yeſternight to proceed 
they ſhould now delay it, and appoint a Meeting 
of Synod in hunc eſfectum the firſt Tueſday d 
February. In February the Synod met, and af. 
ter adjuſting Preliminaries, which took up foms 
Time, the Presbytery of Edinburgh repreſented, 
That in regard the Doctor had all along complaif 
ned their Charge was too general, they were wil 
ling to give in a more ſpecial one in Writing, i 
the Synod would allow them a competent Tim: 
for that Purpoſe. This Deſire the Synod gra- 
ted, and allowed them till 'To-morrow Morning 
for 1 Effect (this was late at Night upon Tu: 
day.) | — 
| Upon Wedneſday Forenoon, the Presbyte nt 
after having given in their ſpecial Charge, id 
quired that the Doctor ſhould give in his Apt 
ſwers to it in Writ. To which the Doctor anſue as 
red, That, as he was the Defendant, it was com Had 
petent for him to make his Defences in wii t 
Manner he thought proper; and that he incline; 
not to give any Thing in Writing, but woulhlee 
riſque his Cauſe upon what he ſhould fay v 
voce. Whereupon the Synod, reſerving the Colſanc 
ſideration of the Presbytery's Demand till after ed 
wards, proceeded to hear the Doctor upon tire Þ 
Libel Article by Article, and the PresbytciMs r 
made their Replies to what the Doctor faid Mas 
the fame Manner till they came to the fourth As 1 
ticle of Charge. By this Time it was 7. w_ Dn 7; 
„„ o 


pon the Conſideration of what they had heard 


on the Parties; when it was repreſented by a 
A lember, That, as it was now far gone in the 


Week, it was hardly to be ſuppoſed they could 
are Time to make any Progreſs in this Affair, 
regard there was a previous Queſtion ſtill to be 


etermined, viz. Whether the Doctor ſhould give 
written Defences or not? And therefore he 


Would now condeſcend to give in written Deien- 
Wes to the Presbytery's Charge betwixt and a 
rain Time to be agreed upon, that the Preſ- 
!{Wytcry might ſee and anſwer to another in hunc 


nat in this Caſe the Presbytery ſhould content 
hemſelves with what they ſhould give in in Writ- 


nfine themſelves to their Papers as to what they 


1 to ſay upon the Cauſe. The Presbytery ac- 
Fyted this Offer, and the Meeting of the Synod 


has appointed to be the laſt Tueſday of April, 


"we 

u the Presbytery ſometime the Beginning of 
e arch, which, as they declared at this laſt 
1oiWſceting of Synod, he did accordingly. 


lam not at all ſurpriſed, conſidering your Di- 
Kance from this Place, that you ſhould be aſtoni- 
Wed to hear that the Synod of Lothian acted 
e Part they have done in this Affair. Their tak- 


s no Notice of their Committee's Paper, which 
es indeed a very good one, and their puttin 


is Matter entirely out of the Chanel the Synod 
P Hoy 1737 had put it in, and which the laſt 
* SGSGegneral 
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orenoon, and the Synod were about to enter 


ropoſed that the Doctor ſhould be asked, If he 


Pectum Synod that ſhould be appointed; and 


be, and make no verbal Replies? To this the 
Poctor agreed, provided the Presbytery would 


bd the Doctor promiſed to give in his Defences 


General Aſſembly had approven of, and appoins 
ted them to go on in, were very ſtrange Pieces 
of Conduct. But then this is not to be imputed 
to the Synod of Lothian, properly ſpeaking; for, 
tho? that Synod conſiſts of at leaſt 120 Member 
that are Miniſters, yet there were never a Third 


Part of theſe at any of the Meetings ſince Myfj 


laſt : So that this Affair has been carried on by! 


few of the youngeſt and moſt unexperienced M. 


niſters in the whole Church, headed by Mr. 
Tb at B---w---ck, Mr. G. W=—; the 


Doctor's Brother, Mr. Da. P. -A. I -h. Thi 


Mr. 7---b---/ has ſome how or other got the 
leading of the whole Presbytery of D---k---th, 
unleſs it be a Man or two; and theſe, with tuo 


or three more from Hd. -t-, D--b--7 and 


£--th--g--w, are the Men that have made up 
the Majority in the two laſt Synods. And in- 


deed this laſt Synod in April was the thinneſt oi 
all the other Meetings: And the Reaſon of i 


ſeems to be this, It was appointed the laſt Tu 


day of April, the ordinary Synod fell to be ti 


firſt Week of May, and the Aſſembly the ſecond; 


this no doubt hindered many from coming up 
And this indeed was foreſeen by ſome of til 
Presbytery of Edinburgh, who moved. that th 
Matter might be referred to the ordinary Syd 
in May. But this could not be granted: And "i 
it happened, that in April the greateſt Numb 


that ever were found preſent at the Calling of tis 


Rolls was 29, and 3 of theſe were Miniſters uh 
the Presbytery of Edinburgh; two of them i 


ver gave any Voice in the Synod in this Affi 


was 


Members of the Presbytery ; ſo that really the" 


in regard it had commenced before they vi 


—— 1 


nent in this Matter. So that you ſee plainly it 
cannot with any Juſtice be ſaid, That the Synod 
of Lothian have renounced the known and avowed 
Principles of this Church contained in our Con- 
on of Faith and Catechiſms : No; I can aſ- 

ſert from my own proper Knowledge, that the 
greateſt Number in that Syncd will ſtand firm to 
M theſe Principles at all Hazards: But many of the 

p oraveit and oldeſt Miniſters are tender, and not 
hy able to make long Journeys in the Winter-ſeaſon 
o frequently as was neceſſary to be preient at all 
theſe extraordinary Synods. „ 

I own indeed, that the Majority of thoſe that 


* met here in April have openly turned their Back 
upon the Doctrines of this Church, and diſcove- 
15 red themſelves to be of the preſent modiſh and 


laſhionable Principles of the Age. As to the Power 


bare plainly diſcovered that they are for a Tole= 
tation to Deifts, Focinians, Arians a yea, to 


G human Society. In ſhort, they are juſt of Dr. 
WY Vart's Principles upen this Head (which 1 


know you have a bad enough Opinion ot) and I 
jam afraid that theſe Principles are making too 
great Progreſs amongſt us, as you ſuggeit ; for 


very Doctrines were daily preached from our Pul- 
[Pits (I ſuppoſe he meant by himſelf and the Bre- 
[thren of his Stamp, the Doctor's good Friends.) 
lea, I own, that, by their acquitting the Do&tor 

tom the third Article, they look with an evil 
Eye upon Conſeſſions and Subſcriptions to them, 
and would gladly be free from them, as what 
T 1 5 they 


was never above 27 preſent that gave any Judg- 


of the Civil Magiſtrate in religious Matters, they 


every one that does not diſturb the Peace of 


Mr. P--4--1--th told in open Syond, That the'e 
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they look upon as Bars againſt a free and imparſWy; 


tial Enquiry. : Yea, further, I can allow you, they 
ſeem to have hut a mean Opinion of the peculin 
Doftrines of Chriſtianity, or of the Neceſſity i 
believing them in order to Salvation; for the 


have approven of the Doctor's Method of Edu 
cation, which has no more of Chriſtianity in i, 
than if it had been delivered by one that nete 


heard of the Name of Chriſt. 

But then, Sir, tho? this be the Caſe with a fey 
that are Members of this Synod, I hope it 1s far 
from being the Caſe with the Majority of them: 
For I muſt tell you, that in this Meeting, ſimal 


as it was, there were ſeverals that oppoſed the 
Meaſures that were gone in to: Mr. Brow: ui 


Abercorn, Naſmyth at Dalmeny, Dalg lieſ u 
Linlithgow, Gloug at Weft-Calder, Forreſter u 
Culter, Blanchell at Lamingtoun, and Hamilin 


at Boltoun, all teſtified their Diſſatisfaction with b 
the Doctor's Principles in very ſtrong "Terms. 


And indeed had all theſe ſtayed till the End, and 


reaſoned the ſeveral Points as Mr. Naſmyth did . 


it had not been in the Power of the younger Br. 
thren to have accompliſhed their Projet: ff 


indeed the Presbytery had ſtated the Oppoſition 


between the Doctor's Sermons and the Confeſis Nie 


=; 


ſo clear'y, that it was not poſſible for any impat- W/ 


tial Perſon not to ſee it. 


But ſeverals of the forementioned Brethren, 
ſeeing how little Regard the prevailing Party had We 
to the ſtrong Reaſonings of Mr. Naſmyth an 


Dalglieſb upon the two firſt Articles, and how Wt: 
eager they were upon bringing every Thing Wr 


ſoon as poſfible to the Vote, left the Houſe ; 6 


that the Numbers of their Oppoſers upon Thur J 


45 


„ 
were leſſened. I muſt not omit either to let 
ot know, that even ſome of the ycunger Bre- 


Party upon the three hiſt Articles, deſerted them 
and let the Houſe when the fourth came under 
Conſideration : Of this Number were Mr. Prim- 
e at Crightoun, Smith at Cranſtoun, and Baird 
at Stobo; but Mr. Wallace at Drummelzier, a 
young Man of good Parts, and a fincere Friend 
to the pecu'tar Doctrines of Ch. iſtienity, had the 
Courage to ſtay and vote againſt them; but, when 
the aw they had amind at any Rate to go through 
beicth their Work, he alſo left the Heuſe: And 
by this Time their Number was very ſmall. 
pon the whole, then, you ſee that it was a 
molt inconſiderable Part of the Synod that 
anaged this Matter; and therefore their 
EConduct is not to be imputed to the Whole, 
Put only to theſe few that managed this Affair: 
And indeed the Synod that met upon the 
Wirſt Week of May were of another Complexion, 


appears plainly by their Conduct; for when 


the other Ground of the Presbytery's refuſing 
Concurrence with the Doctor's Call, taken from 
the Averſion of the two vacant Seſſions, came be- 
Pore them, they found ſuch Difficulties in that 
Affair, that they referred it to the enſuing Ge- 
meral Aſſembly. This was a much more fre- 
quent Meeting of the Synod than the former; 
hand, had they come up in April, the Affair had 
certainly taken a quite different Turn, and would 
pave been managed in quite a different Manner, 
more for the Credit of the Synod of Lothian, 
Put leſs to the Satisfaction of the Doctor and 
bis Friends. | Sts 
d x. -- 
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But, thar you may have a full View of tg 
Matter, I ſhall here give you a particular A.M 
count of che whole Members that gave their Vote 

to acquii the Doctor upon all the Articles; MW G 
Thomas Findiater at Lintoun, Fohn Wilſon ui 
Glencorſe, Fames Paton at Carringtoun, Fan v 
Burnet at Laſſwade, Thomas Turnbull at Bon t. 
wick, David Plenderleith at Ormiſtoun, Adin 7 
Steil at Herriot, George Blackwell at Bathgat Ml « 

James Tair at Carridden, Gilbert Hamilton uf 

Cramond, Foha Barclay at Morum, James GU 
at Dirletoun, George Murray at North-berwid { 
 Fohn Clunie at Whitckirk, Matthew Reid u 
Preftoun-kirk, and james Wedderſpoon at Veſtn a 
in all Sixteen: The laſt of theſe moſt ſurpriſii i! 
me, and ſo I am perſwaded it will you. I know tc 
you are acquainted with him, and eſteem hin a 
as I do, to be a Man of good ſolid Senſe, Pie V 
and Gravity; but how he came at this Time vi a! 
be ſo far in with this Party, TI am at a Loſs tt 
gueſs, and therefore ſhall ſay nothing of it; m 
my Share I never ſaw him act ſuch a Part: As wv 
the reſt, no Body, I believe, expected beta tc 
from them who know them. + p 
You cannot expect that I ſhould here give oi tt 
any diſtinct or full Account of the Reaſoning u in 
either Side, far leſs an Abſtract of all the Paper 1 
this would take much Time, for they were long te 


The Doctor's Anſwers, I am told, conſiſted of h. 


64 Pages in Odl avo, upon large Paper and ve) fi 
ſmall Writ ; and you may be ſure the Presbytet IM 
Replies could not be ſhort, I muſt not howeg #: 
omit to give you a ſhort Hint of ſome Thing fa 
pretty remarkable that were advanced by ſon 4 


Members. Mr. 1 — 7. —9, ſpeaking 15 
e | | 1 Ss ti b 


the Nature of eternal Rewards, ſaid, That *** 
gal Happineſs was the natural and neceſſary Con- 
| ſequence of Piety and Virtue here. Ani Mr. 


: * 
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Gomes at 5, ſperking upon the Ne- 


ceſſiiy of explaining the Nature of eternal Re- 


wards and Puniſhments, faid, that this behoved 
to be explained; and gave this Reaſon tor it, 


bat we could believe nothing, but what we were 
| able to explain the Nature and Reaſonableneſs of. 


After the Presbytery were called in, and Mr: 


| Logan had appeal'd to the enſuing General A 


ſembly, to which Appeal adhered Mefſieurs 


| MVicar, Lindſay, and ohn Walker, as did 


alſo, upon reading of the Minutes at the Synod 


Lin May, Mr. Schaw and Fames Walker ; Pro- 
feſſor Goldie took Notice of theſe . two Speeches 


above-mentioned, as plainly contrary to the 


Word of God, and cf a very ſurpriſing Nature; 

and gave this as a Reaſon for taking Notice of 
them at that Time, viz. That the Perſons who 
made them might not deny them aiterwards, 
when the Cauſe came before a ſuperior Judica- 
F tory : And, at the ſame Time, teſtified nis Diſ- 
| pleaſure with the Deciſion of the Synod, as con- 
trary to what he had always taught as the Mean- 
ing of the Confeſſion of Faith; and declared, 
That he looked upon himſelf as at Liber:y ſtill to 
WW feach the Confeſſion to his Students in the Senſe 
| te had ever done, notwithſtanding of this Deci- 
| fon of the Synod. And here I cannot but ob- 
| (crve, to this Gentleman's Honour, that, as far 
as he had Acceſs ſince the Beginning of this Af- 
| fair, he has diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the Cauſe of 
| Truth; and, for this Reaſon, is as much laughed 
| # and run down by the Latitudinarian Party, as 


. ever 


— 


hearty Fend. to the greit and ſubſtantial Do- 
 Arines of Chriftianity : Which to be ſure is 


ſelf to be of Dr. Wiſpart's Principles, did not 


the Do*tor from the Charge of Error, they ſhould 


—— 


ever the learned and worthy Pricepal Smith wat. Ig. 
I really believe him to be an honeſt Man, and 4 


great Mercy to this Church, conſidering the Sta. 
tion he is in at preſent. And what a Happinek 
is it, that another, who has now: diſcovered him. 


gain his Deſign of being advanced to that Chaiz 
which was once very probable? Tis true, that 
in that Event the Town wou'd have been frea 
from Dr. Viſhart; but tis of much greater Cov 
ſequence to the Church who is Profeſſor of Di. 
1 than who ſhall be Miniſter of Edinbureh 

Bur, to return, there was one remake | 
Gern more, and that from Mr. G6 
H at C---1----d, who has not been a Jer 
e a Miniſter when I write this. He, att 
the Appeal was taken, very modeſtly propoſe! „ 
to the Synod, That, as they had now acquitta 


return him the Thanks of the Synod for his tw 
excellent Sermons : But unluckily there was nM 
Regard ſhown to his Motion; only it occaſions 
a Laugh. However, | believe, if it had nM 


been that the Brethren were weary and hung t 
after a long Sed-ru't, and that the emer wertet 
enſible the Doctor had already been ſufficient t. 
complimenced for his Sermons by the Author u 
the Deiſtical Catechiſm, in his "ds to Mere. 
Fackſoa, his Motion had been complied 1 Nis 
And really it was Pity it was not, that they migiay 
have been all of a Piece. -* 
And thus now | have given you as brief al Rr 


Account as I could of the e e of re 


2 dye tr 
* 
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Buſi aol; in the three laſt Meetings of this Synod; 
The Cauſe comes now before the Gr AC 


-mbly ; and, if this Aſſembly be of the Com- 


exion of that which fat at G/a/row this Time 


well yet: But, tho” that is ſcarce to be ex 


raid even amongſt ſome of your young Cl 
It is high Time to advert to this; if thir Prin- 
"a of the Doctor's ſpread and grow as much 


f a lamentable and miſerable Condition. Great 


ou know I am of Opinion that theſe Things 
ere very far wrong, and that it was right to put 
Prop o the growing Evils that were the Effects 
them: Bur ſure the violent Settlement of a 
ticular Pariſh, nay, of many Pariſhes, or the 
Biting out of four Brethren, nay, of twice that 
Number, is nothing at all in Compariſon of the 
Preading and Growth of the Doctor's Errors in 
Wis Church. Miſmanagements of the firſt Sort 
y be got mended ; bur, if once a conſiderable 


Frened with Error, it is not eaſy to find out a 


2 


Prin- 


hundred Years, there is no Fear but all will be 


Eicd, yet, I hope, no Afſemb'y of the Church of 
hebt /and will apptove of the Doctor's Principles 
br the Synod's Conduct, but will fall upon ſome 
proper Way to give Check to the Libertiniſm that 
prevails ſo much in the preſent Age, and I am 


: twelve or fifceen Years to come, as they have 
lone theſe fiſteen Years paſt, this Church will be 


f Poiſe has been made ſor ſome Time paſt about 
Je Rights of the Chriſtian People, violent Settle= 
ſents riding Committees, and Things of that 
Nature; a mighty Clamour was raiſed : againſt the 

WG 1732, and the caſting out of four Bret hren. 


cy of the Miniſtry of this Church come to be 


ure; for that Miniſters of lax and latitudinarian 
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Principles will licenſe thoſe of their own Stamp; 


and thus propagate their own Species, and hand 
down their Principles to Poſterity: And thete. 
fore, I hope, the Venerable Aſſembly will exert 
themſelves upon this Occaſion, and make a brate 
Stand for Truth and Orthodoxy, not only by re. 
verſing the Sentence of the ſham Synod in April, 
but by inflifting ſome proper Cenſure upon the 
Doctor for his Errors; which are indeed the more 
dangerous, as they have a Tendency to introduce 
and promote all Manner of Errors of whatever 
Kind. | "TE | 5 

Thus the Aſſembly 1729 managed in the Affair 
of Profeſſor Simſon, and thus I perſwade myſelt 
they will act in the Affair of Dr. Wiſhart, who, 
if J miſtake not much, is a Man fully ot as bad, 


if not of worſe Principles than the former. This | 


to my certain Knowledge, was the Opinion at 
ſome Miniſters of Glaſgow with reſpect to hin 
when he was there, and I believe few will think 
he 1s grown more orthodox fince he left that 


Place. 


67) 


make no queſtion but you will be curious to 
{ke the Paper which was prepared by the Sub- 


committee of the Synod, and thereicre I give it 
you in the preciſe Manner in which it was laid 
before the Synod in November, having with ſome 
Difficulty procured a Copy of it. In one Column 
you have the Article of Charge: in the ſecond 
the Paſſages of the Doctor's Sermons on which the 
Charge is founded ;. in the third the Paſſages of 
the Confeſffon of Faith and Scriptures ; in the 
fourth the ſeeming Contrariety between the Ser- 
mons and our Standards. 


C Artici 


: Articles of the 
Presbytery's 
Charge. 


Art. I. That he 


reſtrains and con- 


fines the Magi- 


ſtrate's Power of 


puniſhing Offenders 


to thoſe Crimes that 


are committed a- 
gainſt our Neigh- 
bours. | 


(18 

Paſſages of the Doctor's Ser- 
mons on which the Charge i; 
founded. i 


2106, L Reformation Sermon, p 29. |, 
ult. & p. 30 ar the Beginning. Tha 
«©. tho there are other Methods for re. 
claiming our Neighbours from any 
Thing that is amiſs in them, as In- 
ſtruction, Perſwaſion, and the Influ 
ence of a good Example; yet the 
Method of puniſhing Offenders is to 
be confined to ſuch Crimes of the 
Vicious, as are hurtful to others + 
« bout them, or diſturb the Peace oſ 
«© human Soctety. | 


( 1 9 


Paſſages of the The ſeeming Contrariety to our 


Confeſſion anc | 
Scriptures. 


Ari. I. Chap. 23 
| Get 1. God hat! 
| ordained Civil Ma- 
giſtrates for the De- 
fnce and Encou- 
| ragement of then 
that are Good, anc |. 
for the Puniſhmen 
of Evil doers, Rom 
ii 1, 2 & v. 3. & 
Er Per. ii.! Id 
And Sect. 3d of the 
| ſame Chap. The Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate hat! 
Authority, and it is 
bis Duty to take 
Order, that Unity 
and Peace be pre 
ſerved in the 
Church, that the 


Truth of God be 


kept pure and en- 
üre, that all Bla- 
ſphemies and Here 
ſies be ſuppteſſed, 
: &c to the End. 

E And Corf, Chap. 
| 20. Sect 4 Their 
publiſhing of ſuch 
Opinions as are con- 
trary to the Light 


of Nature, or to 


the known Princi- 
| pics of Chriſtianity, 


whether CONCcerning 


| Faith, Worſhip or 


Convertation, — or 


ſuch erroneous O- 


pinions, as either in 
their own Nature, 


Standards and the Scciprures. 


Ari. I. The Doctor expreſly con- 


gers to ſuch Crimes of the Vicious as 
are hurtful to others about them, or di- 
ſturb the Peace of human Society, which 
is the known Character of Trang rei- 
ſions of the Second Table of the Law, 


as it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from the Firſt: 


la which he ſeems to contradict our 
Confeſſion and the Scriptures quoted, 
which as expreſly extend the Power 
and Authority of the Magiſtrate to the 
lupprefiing of Herefies aud Blaſphe- 
mies, and the proſecuting of all thoſe 


that publiſh Doctrines and Opinions 


contrary to the Light of Nature, and 
che known Principles of Chriſtianity. 


ori 


fines the Me hed of purmiſhi:'y Offen- 


Hit. II. 
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Articles, Sc. | Paſſages of the Doctor's Se If 
| = | mons, Sc. | | 


Art II. That, as | Ari. II. Reform. Serm. p. 38. at the 

he unwarrantably | Beginning, « And therefore you arc 

reſtricte the Power | © carefully to beware, that, under Pre- 

of Chriſtian Gover- |** tence of puniſhing Crimes, you do 
nors, ſo he licenti- | ** not unjuſtly reſtrain Men from the 
ouſly extends the | free Exerciſe of their natural and WW 
Liberty of Chrifti- | © unalienable Right of enquiring for 


an Subjects, leaving | © themſelves in Atfairs of Religion 
all! 0 6& and 


Paſſages of the 
Confeſſi on, &c. 


e in the Manner of 


[publiſhing or main-⸗ 


taining them, are 
deſtructive to the 


external Peace and 
Order which Chriſt } 


bath eſtabliſhed in 


End the Power of 
Eh:Civil Magiſtrate. 
Scriptures that 


pe puniſhed, Lev. 
Viv. 15, 16. (2.) 
For Hereſies, Exra 


Por Idolatry, 2 Kin. 
en. 57 6, 9, 20. 
.) For Sabbath- 


Frxi. 14. Neb, xiii. 


m2, 36. (5.) For 
tber Sins againſt. 
We firſt Table of 
e Law, Deut. xiii 
6, 10, 1 
Chron. xv. 12, 13. 


4... IT. Corfe ſr 
Chap. 20. Sect. 
4 And the 

Scriptures 

quoted on the 
Iſt Article, and 
2 John. 10. 11. 
if there come 


the Church; they | 
may lawfully be 
called to Account, 
End proceeded a- | 
gainſt by the Cen-. 
Yures of the Church, | 


prove Blaſphemy to | 


. i 
Wil. 25, 26, 27. (3-)} 


Preaking, Exod. 


, 21, Numb, xv. 5 


The ſeeming Contrariety to our 
Standards and the Scriptures. 


tad 


"I 


Art. II. From the Paſſages of the 
Doctor's Sermons quoted on this 
Article as they ftand conneCted, 
it ſeems to be his Opinton, 
1. That all Men have a natural and 
unalienable Right of enquiring for 
themſelves in Affairs of Religion, and 


n 


am 


acting agreeably to the Light of their 
5 e own 


7 Articles, Oc. 


all Men to act im- 
pune. | 


Art. III. The 


Doctor is for remo- 
ving Confeſlions, 
and freeing Perſons 


from | 


{© liry obtains a fair Trial, Reaſon an 


|< pect that Impoſtures of all kind 


| © we may hope that valuable Improv: 
„ ments in all uſeful Knowledge lil 


(WS HE 
Paſſages of the Doctor's Ser: 
and acting agreeably to the Light ot 
*© their own Minds, ſo far as it doe 
* not lead them to commit any Mat. 
* ter of Wrong or wicked Lewdneſs 
„ by which their Neighbours are iu 
« jured, or their natural or civil Right 


“ invaded, And I. 30. bd. Among 


« many Evils and Characters of De 
„ generacy to be lamented in the pre. 
** ſent Age, there is one very pre 
« Bleſſing which all good Men har 
“ Ground to rejoice in; That the Prin 
6 ciples of Liberty, the Rights of Con. 
* ſcience and private Judgment, ar 


| : 
«© better underſtood, and more regar. 


« ded, than (for any Thing I koj) 

they have ever been in former Tine 
« And |. ult. ibid. While this Happ 
« neſs continues among us, as I h 
« ir will continue, ſpread and proj 


„ take place. And l. 10. p. 31. Al | 
* when Truth in Religion and Mor 


Argument free Scope, we map ei 


{© ſhall be more and more detected, ii 
Kingdom of Darkneſs, which i 
{© been chiefly ſupported by Metivi 
« of Violence, and the Interpoſii 
of the ſecular Arm in Affairs of Ci 
“ ſcience, ſhall be more and m0 
« weakned ; falſe Reaſoning, andi 
« plac'd Railery and Buffoonry wil!" 
« long ſtand the Teſt, but one I 
« or other expoſe themſelves, ” 


Art. III. Reform. Serm. p. 31 | 
„We may hope that all valuable! 


4 
« provements in all uſeful Know! 


ha 
| © ſhall take Place, while the great ba 


6 0 ag 


Ipaſſages of the 


Confeſſtion, &c. 


any unto you, 


„ 
The ſeeming Contrariety to our 

Standards and the Scriptures. 
own Minds, ſo far as it does not lead 


and bring not| them to commit any Matter of Wron 


this Doctrine, 
receive him not 
into your Houſe, 
neither bid him 
God-ſpeed. 


Pap. 31. Sect. 3. 
Velongeth to Sy- 
ds and Councils 


ee 


4 


\ 


' 


or wicked Lewdneſs, by which their 
Neighbours are injured, or their na- 
rural or civil Rights invaded. 

2. That for one to bring the Truths 


| of Religion and Morality to a fair Tri- 


al, yea even to expoſe them, by falſe 


} Reaſoning and ill placed Buffoonry 


and Railery, is not of the Number of 


theſe Things which are to be reckoned 


| | Matters of Wrong or wicked Lewd- 
| neſs, by which their Neighbours are 


injured, or their natural or civil Rights 
invaded; and therefore, in the Doctors 
Opinion, not to be reſtrained by the 
Interpoſition of the ſecular Arm, but 
to be left to expoſe themſelves ſome- 
time or other, as not being able to ſtand 


the Teſt of Reaſon and Argument. 


And thus his Opinion ſeems to be con- 
trary to our Conf-ſſion, Chap. 20. Sect. 
4. and the Scriptures quoted on the 
iſt Article. 


= 
Art. TIT, The Presbytery's Charge 


ſeems to be founded on an Appre- 
henfion, that, by Bars, the Doctor 


means Confeſſions of Faith. And 
- there 


LL” 5 
Articles, Sc. Paſſages of the Doctor's Sete 
| RR =. 
from Subſcriptions |** againſt a free and impartial Enquiry 
thereto, and ſuch o- ariſing from a Regard to world) 
ther great Bars a- Intereft and Fear of Man's Jud. 
gainſt a free and“ ment, are removed. And Chah 
impartial Enquiry, | Serm. p. 3o. I. 11. And ſure I an, 
ariſing from a Re- that a wiſe and practical Improye- 
gard to worldly In-] ment of this Rule (viz. #bat ſp 
tereſt. of in the preceeding Page) would lead 
1 . us to the true Way to Peace in the 
2 Chriſtian Church, would engage to 
C follow more after that Unity in Af- 
« fection which is far more valuable 
« in the Sight of God and Chriſt, x 
„% well as more attainable, than th: 
« moſt exact Uniformity in Opinion; 
« and would never permit us to viola 
that Charity which i« the End of the 
| © Commandment, in contending about 
© other Things, which at i. | canon: 
% ly have the Place of Means, d ar 
« of no Value in Chriſtianity fucther 
| © than as they are ſubſervient to tit 
« En d. = | 


ö 


tt 


Art. I 


al mine C or” 
9 es of Faith, an 
rh ales of Conſcience 
\n Which Decrees 
re Dererminations, 
conſonant to the 


'ord of God, are 
be received with 
everence and Sub- 
ſon, not only for 
er Agreement 


dd, but alſo for 
e Power whereby 
ky are made, as 
ing an Ordinance 
God appointed 
ereunto in his 
Tord. 
A, xv. 15. 4s 
L4 Mat. xviii. 
Rom. vi. 17. 
Fim. i. 13, 


* 


— 


IN. 


niniſterially to de 


ih the Word of 
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there are two Things that ſerve to 


confirm the Suſpicion; 

I, That the Doctor, in that Paſ- 
ſage of his Reformation Sermon, is plead- 
ing for a very extenſive Liberty of 
Conſcience, and againſt ſome Things 
which in his Apprehenſion are incon- 
ſiſtent with it, viz. the Interpoſi. 
tion of the ſecular Arm in Matters of 
Religion; and Bars againft a free and 
impartial Enquiry, ariſing from a Re- 
i to worldly Intereſt and Fear of 

an's Judgmenr. So that, both in the 
Scope and Manner of Expreſſion, the 
Doctor ſeems to agree with theſe who 
are profeſſed Enemies to Confeſſions, 
Vide Hool/on's Preface to his 4th Diſ- 
courſe, and his Preface to his 5th Diſ- 
courſe, p. 6. | 

2dly, That, in the Paſſage of his 
Charity Sermon quoted on this Article, 
the Doctor ſeems to ſpeak with an Air 
of great Diſregard to Uniformity in 
Opinion among Chriſtians, while he 
maintains, that Unity in Affection is 


not only far more valuable in the Sight 


of God and Chriſt, but that we ought 
never to violate that Charity and Love 
in contending about Things which at 
beſt can only have the Place of Means, 
and are of no Uſe in Chriſtianity fur- 
ther than as they are ſubſervient to 


the End. 


Now, this contributes to confirm 
the Suſpicion two Ways; 1. That it 
is 2 plain Declaration of the Doctor's 
Opinion, that Unity in Affection ma 
be attained in the Church without U- 
niformity. in Opinion, and conſequent- 


ly without ſubſcribing to Confeſſions, 
one great End of rs is to promote 


an 


Articles, Oc. Paſſages of the Doctor's %ll 
:: 1 mo We 


Ast. IV. * Art. IV. Reform. Serm. p. 33. U. 
Doctor is greatly I cannot help being apprehenh 
concerned for a that the Looſneſs and Debauch 
more free Educa- | fo much lamented in many who 
tion of Children, by | obſerved to have had the Benef 
Parents & other In- [© a religious Education, may ofte 
ſtructers of Youth, . found to proceed in a great Me 
than is conſiſtent * from that very Education itſelf 

with the DoCtrines | © is managed: For I may appei 
approven by this | atrentive Obſervers, whether i 

_ andother Proteſtant | which obtains the Name of an 
Churches, and con- | gious Education, does not often! 

tained in their re- out in ſuch a Shape as this. 
ſpective Catechiſms; . Care of Parents or Inſtructers, 
becauſe they con- ce the religious Part of Education 
tain theſe particular [4 almoſt wholly ſpent in inculci 
Doctrines which he upon young Ones the Shibboleth 
calls the SHhibboleth | © Party, making them acquainted" 
of a Party, « and inftilling into them a 84 
FG “ to, the particular Doctrines, off 

few liar Ferms of their own Seth 

*© which there may often be found - 


ture of Things abſard or 


s Spaces of the 


| Confeſſpſon , &c. 


1 
45 
uch 
7h04 
neft 


Catechiſm, Queſt, 
129. It is required 
of Superiors to in- 
ſtruct, counſel and 
admontſh. Deut vi. 
6, 7. And thou ſbalt 
teach them diligently 
unto thy Children. 
Eph. vi. 4. John 
| xvii. 3. And this is 
Life eternal. 


Art, IV. Larger | 


Tyuth. 


appear by 


Confeſſion, p. 106. 
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an exact Uniformity of Opinion among 
all the Members of the Church. 

2. That we ought never to violate 
Charity and Love in contending about 
any Points in Religion, which can onl 
have the Place of Means. 
at once cut off a grear Numher of the 
Articles of our Confeſſion, which are by 
the Church thought very neceſſary to 
be ſubſcribed to, as the moſt effectual 
Way to attain the moſt valuable Peace, 
which is always founded on Truth: 
Hence the Apoſtle ſays of Charity, 
1 Cor. xiii. 6. that it rejoiceth in tbe 


Which will | 


Art. IV. Thar this Charge is not 
altogether without Ground, will 


Note Ig, That the peculiar Doctrines 
of the Proteſtant Churches, whereby 
they have diſtinguiſhed themſelves from 
the Arians, Socinians, Arminians, Pa- 
pifts and others, have, by the 
ſed Enemies to Confeſſions and Church. 
| tandards, been branded with the Title 
of the Shibbol-th of a Party. Jide The 
Anſwer io My. Daunlop's Preface to our 


rofeſ- 


2dly, That this is 


the Senſe in which it muſt be under- 
ſtood in the Doctor's Sermon, ſeems 
evident from this, That it is tk 
ligions Education of Youth in Uſe in 
Britain which he is cenſuring: And it 
| is well known, that the particular Do- 
ctrines and Forms, in the Belief of 
which the Children of religiouſly diſpo- 
I ſed Parents, in theſe Societies for whoſe 
Benefit the Doctor's Sermon was cal- 
culared, are contained in the Conf ons 
and Catechiſms of the Church of which 
they are Members. And to call theſe 

| D 2 by 


tie Re» 


Articles, Ec. 


| 


Art. V. That he 
profanely dimini- 
ſhes the due Weight 
and Influence of Ar- 
guments taken from 
the Aw of future 
Rewards ard Pu- 
niſnments, while he 
alledges, that, with- 
out explaining the 
Nature and Juſtice 
of theſe moſt im- 
portent, evident and 

28 Articles of 
Religion, the ſame 
can contribute no 
more to form the 


Minds of the Vouth 


to a Senſe of Good 


and Evil, than 
Whips and Sugar- 


plumhs. | 
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mons, Ec, 


Art. V. Neferm. Serm, p. 33. I.]. 
And inſtead of forming their Minds 
to a rational Senſe of Good and Evil, 
a Taſte and Reliſh for true Piety 
and Virtue, upon ſuch Principles 
as will ftand the Teſt of a moſt ſtrict 
Examination; any Inſtances of good 
Practice they are taught, are recom- 
mended and enforced by mere Au- 
thority, or by the Aw of future Re- 
wards and Puniſhments; which, as 
they are made Uſe of without ever 


explaining the Nature and Juſtice of 


them, can contribute no more to 


promote a liberal Piety and Virtue, 


a Reliſh for true Godlineſs and Sa- 
vour of Honeſty in the Mind, than 


Whips and Svgar-plumbs. * - 
a or 


4 Paſlages of the 
| Confeſſion, &c. 


di Art. V. Confeſſ. 
ds Bi Chap. 33. Seck. 3. 
i, Ns Chriſt would 
ly bere us to be cer- 
eg tanly perſwaded, 
a Wi: there ſhall be 
d Day of Judgment, 
by both to deter all 
* len from Sin, and 
or the greater Con- 
c Wation of the God- 
iu Adverfity ; fo 


f oe he have that 
0 Day unknown to all 
a) Men, Sc. Larger 
(ehm, Queſt, 
n 


852, Shorter Cate- 
iſm, Queſt, 84. 

| 2 Cor. v 10, It. 
ve Hall all ap- 
„. Gal. vi. 9 
us not be weary. 


| 
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by the odious Title of the Shibboleth of - 


a Party, or to alledge that there is a 
Mixture of Things fo abſurd or tri- 
fling in them, as that the inculcating 
them upon Youth is the Source of that 
Looſneſs and Debauchery of the Age 
ſo much complained of, ſeems to give 


Ground for the Presbytery's Charge. 


Art. V. Upon this itis to be noticed, 
Iff, That our Catechiſms Larger and 
Shorter, both which were deſigned for 


the Inſtruction of Youth, direct Pa- 
rents and Teachers to inculcate on 
Youth the Evil and Danger of Sin, 


from the Conſideration of the Wrath 
and Curſe of God which every Sin 


deſerves, both in this Life and that 


which is to come. 24ly, The Spirit of 
God in holy Scripture is pleaſed fre- 
quently to make Uſe of Arguments 
taken from future Rewards and Punĩſn- 
ments, to awaken Sinners to Repen- 
tance. And our blefled Saviour, par- 
ticularly in his Sermon on the Mount, 


Mat. v. 22—29, 30. and xviii. 8. incul- 


caies the Duties of the Moral Law 


by theſe Motives upon his Hearers, 
who were an ignorant Multitude, with- 


out attempting to explain either the 
Nature or | 
doubt he deſigned to form their Minds 
to a rational Senſe of Good and Evil, 
a Taſte and Reliſh for true Piety and 


Virtue, upon ſuch Principles as will 
| ſtand the F'eſt of a moſt ſtrict Examt- 
nation. Theſe Things being conſide- 
red, it cannot well be juſtified in the 
Doctor, to compare the pious Endea- 


vours of Parents aad Teachers to pre- 


poſſeſs the Minds of their Children 


with Impreſſions of theſe awful Things 
| | con- 


uſtice of them: And no 


3 


A. VI. That 
he exceeds in his 1 
Charity, both to 


Heathens to whom | * 


the Goſpel-offer has | “of rhoſe who reject the Words! 


be ( our Saviour himſelt, and am vi" 


been or may 
made, and who re- 


ject the ſame ; and | © Searcher of Hearts, whoſe Meld 


to fuch as were I 


born, baptiſed and 


educated in the. 
Chri- * 


Articles, Cc. | Paſſages of the Doctor's Ser. 


, * 
— 
55 


( | g 


30 ; 


Ar. VI. Chavity Sermon, p th 
. 11. „ That tho*'IT am conſciov' 
© myſelf, I am as far as any Man fi 
a Diſpoſition to judge raſhly, 6% 


* 


© to leave them to the Judgment of 
© are great; yet I muft own I an 
a Loſs. to conceive, how a 59 


* which the Love of Goode, 


* 


Ser- 


Art. VI. Conf. 
Chap. 10. Se&. 4. 


Mach leſs can Men, 


not profeſſing the 
Chriftian Religion, 
be ſaved in any o- 
ther Way whatſo- 
ever, he they never 


ſo 1 to frame 


their Lives accor- 


ding to the Light 
of 


1 


| Paſſages of the] The ſeeming Contrariety to our 
Standards and the Scriptures. 


| concerning a future State, which Chriſt 
| hath: ſo expreſly revealed, and did him- 
ſelf inculcate on his Hearers, to the 
treating of them with Whips and 
Sugar plumbs. The Doctor himſelf 
thinks it incumbent on theſe who arc 
{entruſted with the Education of Youth, 
by good Inſtructions and Example, to 
take the Start of vitious Habits and 


| Tnclinations, and conſequently when 


they are not capable of underſtanding 
the Principles of Piety, Gratitude, 


Equity, Er. in the Paſſage of his Cha- 


rity Sermon quoted on the th Article; 
and *tis hoped that he will allow it to 


be no: leſs neceſſary to prepoſſeſs the 


Minds of Youth with awful Appre- 
henſions of a future State, even before 
they can underſtand the Nature and 
Juſtice of eternal Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, that they may thus in ſome 
Meaſure take the Start of atheiſtical 
Principles, with which the Minds of 
{ Youth are in great Danger of bein 

{ tainted, thro' the Infiuence of an evi 


| World and their own corrupt Incli- 
nations; and 'tis hard to ſay that this 


will contribute to promote a liberal 


Piety, no more than treating them 


Whips and Sugar-plumbs. 


Art. VI. The Doctor, in the firſt 
Part of that Paſſage of his Sermon 
quoted on this Article, ſeems to expreſs 
ſome Charity even to thoſe that deny 
the Words of our Saviour himſelf; and 
ſays upon the Matter, That he would 
count it raſh Judging in himſelf if he 
ſhould condemn them, ſeeing the Mer- 
cies of God are great, to whoſe Judg- 
ment he. is willing to leave them. 
Whether the Doctor means what the 
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Articles, Qc. 


Chriſtian Charch, 
who afterwards be- 
come Deiſts, and 


reject the Words af 
Jeſus and his Inſti- 


tution. 
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E ; 


| Paſſages of the Doctor's Ser- 
mons, Cc. 

« juſt Notions of God had a due Pre. 
& yalencv, could reject (as an enthu- 
« ſiaſtick, or uſeleſs, or pernicious Im- 
« poſture) a Claim to Divine Revela- 
«© tion, in which the End of the Com- 


« mandment 1s Charity. And J. zo. 
« Or, becauſe Men might poſſibly 


„% have become good and happy without 


« having had this extraordinary Help, 


1* And p. 29. 1. 5. Will we confine the 


« abundant Mercy of the great Pa- 
« rent of Mankind, to the beſtowing 
tc of mere Neceſſaries on his Children; 
« and not allow it to reach even to the 


„% beſtowing additional Helps, and pro- 


« yiding more abundantly for the Ful- 
© neſs of their Joy and the Security 


I of their Hopes? 


Art. VII. 
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Paſſages of the 


Confeſſion, &C. 


of Nature and the 
Law of that Reli- 
gion they do pro- 
els; and to aſſert 
and maintain that 
they may, is very 
pernicious, and to 
be deteſted. 
And Chap. 1. 
ect. 1. Altho' the 
Light of Nature, 
Band the Works of 
Creation and Provi- 
dence, do ſo far ma- 
Wnfeſt the Goodneſs, 
MWiſdom and Power 
bo! God, as to leave 
Men inexcuſable; 
get they are not ſuf- 
Feient to give that 
Knowledge of God 
d of his Will 
vhich is neceſſary 
Wo Salvation, 1 Cor. 
u. 1 Cor. ii. 13, 
. Abs iv. 12 


1 
The ſeeming 
Standards and the Scriptures. 


cies of God, he himſelf can beſt tell 
us: But this Charity of the Doctor's, 
tho' modeſtly expreſſed, ſeems to be 
inconſiſtent with the Paſſages of our 
Confeſſion and Scriptures quoted, on this 
Article; yea, he ſeems to expreſs a 
Degree of Charity in this Caſe bran 
what the Arminians do. Vid, Limbur. 
Theol, Chrift. Lib. 4 Cap. 11. Sect. 11. 
and Lib. 5. Cap. 13. Sect. 10. yea, even 
beyond what the Writers of the moſt 
extenſive Charity on this Head have ge- 
nerally done, ſeeing he ſuppoſes the 
Mercies of God are a ſufficient Foun- 
dation for the Salvation of Sinners, not 
only without any Regard to the Media- 
tion of Chriſt, but in Contempt of it. 


he cannot ſee how theſe who reject the 
viſible Marks of a Divine Inſtitution, 
upon ſach Grounds as the Deiſts com- 


monly do, can be really good Men, 
ſuch as have juſt Notions of God, and 


the Matter as if he had ſaid, For his 


Part, he cannot ſee what Claim they 
have to Salvation; and, if this is the 
true Meaning of the Words as they 


ſtand connected, it looks, as if he de- 
ſigned to take away with one Hand 
what he ſeemed to give with the other : 
There is therefore the more Need that 
the Doctor be called to explain this 
Paſſage, eſpecially that there are ſome 
other Expreſſions in it, which ſeem to 
give Countenance to the extenſive Cha- 
rity which in the firſt Part of the Paſ- 


ſage cited he is blamed for, viz, That 


— 


ſeeming Contrariety to our 


Arminians call the uncovenanted Meer- 


But becauſe the Doctor, in the follow- 
ing Words of that Paſſage, ſays, That 


Chriſtian. Revelation, which has ſuch 


a Love of Goodneſs in a due Preva- 
lency in their Hearts; which is upon 


| 


he ſeems to oppoſe 
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An. VII. That 


the orthodox Do- 
'.Etrine,, concerning 
the ſinful and cor- 
rupt State of all 
Men from their 
Birth; and aſſerts, 
that good Example 
and Inſtructions may 
take the Start of vi- 
tious Habits and In- 
clinations. 
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. Example may in ſome Meaſure ti 
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Ari. VII. Charity Sermon, p. 325 
Where, ſpeaking of Charity as * lad 
out for forming the Minds of Youth 
c to true Goodneſs and the ſeveral Vir 
% tnes of Piety, Gratitude, Equi 
* Truth, Humility, and the lik: 
© which are ſo many Branches and 
e Exerciſes of it, forming them thu 
« while there is the Advantage of 
natural Kindneſs and Tenderne60 
« 'Temper to work upon, and to co 
te ſpire with the Principles of Reaſd 
« and Religion, which may be my 
&« ployed to improve it into a ſettk 
te and prevailing Diſpoſition, a rations 
&« and religious Principle in the Sol 
« while the natural Senſe of Goodnd 
e is yet in a great Meaſure une 
„ bauched; and good Inſtructions ib 


& the Start of vitious Habits and Inci 


« nations.” 


6 [I 


and made oppoſite 
wholly inclined to 


| all actual Tranſ- 
greſſions, Rom. v. 
6 and viii. 5, and 


paſſages of the 


| Confelſion, &C, | 
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Art. VII. Conf. 
Chap. 6. Sect. 4. 
From this original 
Corruption, where- 
by we are utterly 
indiſpoſed, diſabled 


to all Good, and 


all Evil, do proceed 


(35) 


Contrariety to our 
Standards and the Scriptures. 
the Chriſtian Revelation is an antraor- 
dinary Help, without which Men might 
poſſibly become good and happy; and 
that it is an additional Help above what 


The ſeeming 


{is merely neceſſary, whereby God hath 
provided more abundantly for the Ful. 
Ineſs of their 
Hopes. 


Joy, and Security of their 


* 


Art. VII. In the Paſſages of the 
Doctor's Sermons quoted on this Ar- 
ticle, he ſays, © That in Children there 
eis a natural Senſe of Goodneſs yet 
« in a great Meaſure undebauched ; and 
« that good Inftrufions and Example 
« may in ſome Meaſure take the Start 
« of vitious Habits and Inclinations. 
But our Confeſſion ſays, That from 
Original Corruption we are utterly 
« indifpoſed, diſabled, and made op- 
C poſite to all Good, and wholly in- 
<« clined to all Evil.” Quaritur, How 


vii. 18. Col. i. 21. 


theſe can be reconciled? 


This 


T 
This now is that Paper, which, tho* prepaingſ 
for the Synod at their Deſire, and by their ow 
Appointment, yet could not, without a grext 
Struggle, obtain a Hearing, and with great Cay. 
tion, that it might not be conſtrued an Adopting 
of it; tho* it was formed upon the very Plan the 
Synod in May 1737 had taken up this Affair in, 
and which the laſt Aſſembly approved and con- 
firmed, not doubting but they were to proceed 
in judging this Affair according to the Method 
laid down by themſelves: But, tho' the Synod 
has changed their Method of Procedure, to ſerye 
the Purpoſe they had in View, viz. to acquit 
the Doctor, which could not have been ſo ſpeedily 
accompliſhed in the regular Method they pre- 
tended to reſolve to go on in; yet, it is hoped, M 
the Wiſdom of this Aſſembly will bring the Mat- 
ter back to the old Chanel again. | 
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Sir, 
Yours, &c. 
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Standards and the Scriptures. 
Asrminians call the uncove nanted Mer- 
cies of God, he himſelf can beſt tell 
us: But this Charity of the Doctor's, 
tho' modeſtly expreſſed, ſeems to be 


and maintain that | inconſiſtent with the Paſſages of our 


and to 
deteſted. _ 


| they may, is very | Confeſſion and Scriꝑ tures quoted, on this 
pernicious, | 


Article; yea, he ſeems to 7 a 
Degree of Charity in this Caſe beyond 


And Chap. 1. what the Arminians do. Vid. Limbur. 


dect. 1. Altho' the 
Light of Nature, 


and the Works of 


Creation and Provi- 
dence, do ſo far ma- 


nifeſt the Goodneſs, 


| Wiſdom and Power 
of God, as to leave 
Men inexcufable ; 
| yet they are not ſuf- 
F ficient to give that 
Knowledge of God 
and of his Will 


| b | which 1s neceſſary 


to Salyation, 1 Cor, 
14. Au, iv. 12, 
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tion of Chriſt, 


Theol..Chrift. Lib. 4 Cap. 11. Sect. 11. 
and Lib. 5. Cap. 13. Sect. 10. yea, even 
beyond what the Writers of the moſt 
extenſive Charity on this Head have ge- 
nerally done, ſeeing he ſuppoſes the 
Mercies of God are a ſufficient Foun- 
dation for the Salvation of Sinners, not 

only without any Regard to the Media- 
ut in Contempt of tt. 


But becauſe the Doctor, in the follow- 


ing Words of that Paſſage, ſays, That 


he cannot ſee how theſe who reje& tie 
Chriſtian Revelation, which has ſuch 

viſible Marks of a Divine Inſtitution, 
upon ſuch Grounds as the Deifts com- 
monly do, can, be really good Men, 
ſuch as have "Juſt Notions of God, and 
a Love of Goodneſs in a due Preva- 
lency in their Hearts; which is upon 
the Matter as if he had ſaid, For his 
Part, he cannot fee what Claim they 
have to Salvation ; and, if this 1s the 
true Meaning of the Words as they 
ſtand connected, it looks, as if he de- 
figned to take away with one Hand 
what he ſeemed to give with the other: 


| There is therefore the more Need that 


the Doctor be called to explain this 
Paſſage, eſpecially that there are ſome 
other Expreſſions in it, which ſeem to 
give Countenance to the extenſive Cha- 
rity which in the firſt Part of the Paſ- 
fage cited he is blamed for, viz, That 
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Art. VII. That 
the orthodox Do- 


Qrine, concerning 
the ſinful and cor- 
rupt State of all 
Men from their 
Birth; and aſſerts, 
that good Example 
and Inſtructions may 
take the Start of vi- 
tious Hahits and In- 
clinations. 


he ſeems to oppoſe 
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Art. VII. Chavity Sermon, p. 31 
W here, ſpeaking of Charity as “ laid 
& out for forming the Minds of Youth 
c to true Goodneſs and the ſeveral Vi- 
« tues of Piety, Gratitude, Equity, 
* Truth, Humility, and the like, 
« which are ſo many Branches and 
« Exerciſes of it, forming them thuy, 
« while there is the Advantage of: 
« natural Kindneſs and Tenderneſs of 
« Temper to work upon, and to con- 
« ſpire with the Principles of Reaſon 


cc 
40 
cc 
cc 
(e 


ployed to improve it into a ſettled 
and prevailing Diſpoſition, a rational 
and religious Principle in the Soul 
while the natural Senſe of Goodvels 
is yet in a great Meaſure unde. 
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Example may in ſome Meaſure tak: 
the Start of vitious Habits and Incl 
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dinary Help, without which Men might 


Corruption, where- 


o all Good, and 
wholly 


fall actual Tranſ- 
Ngreſſions, Rom. v. 
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Art. VII. Conf. 
Chap. 6. Sect. 4. 
From this original 


by we are utterly 
indiſpoſed, diſabled 
and made oppoſite 
inclined to 
all Evil, do proceed 
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The ſeeming Contrariety to our 
Standards and the Scriptures. 


the Chriſtian Revelation is an extraoy- 


poſſibly become good and happy; and 
that it is an additional Help above what 
is merely neceſſary, whereby God hath 


provided more abundantly for the Ful. 


neſs of their Joy, and Security of their 
Hopes. gn 


Art. VII. In the Paſſages of the 
Doctor's Sermons quoted on this Ar- 
ticle, he ſays, © That in Children there 
<« is a natural Senſe of Goodneſs yet 
« in a great Meaſure undebauched ; and 
« that good Inflruftions and Example 
« may in ſome Meaſure take the Start 
« of vitious Habits and Inclinations. 
But our Confeſſion ſays, That from 
44 Original Corruption we are utterly 
“ indiſpoſed, diſabled, and made op- 
e poſite to all Good, and wholly in- 
« clined to all Evil.” Sueritur, How 
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